Mills Haven Elementary Newsletter 5 January 8, 2021
73 Main Boulevard, Sherwood Park, AB T8A 0R1
Phone: 780-467-5556 Website: www.millshaven.ca
Check us out on Twitter at

From the Principal’s Desk…

Happy New Year! I hope that you and your family had a pleasant Christmas Break, a smooth start
to 2021, and were able to rest and recharge. As my children are older and live on their own, we
were not able to have Christmas celebrations with them, or our extended family, in person.
Nevertheless, we found ways such as Zoom to connect. I am relieved that hope is on the horizon
with two vaccines approved so far by Health Canada. If a third one is approved, that may help
speed up vaccine distribution. I am looking forward to the day when I can give my children (and
their significant others) as well as my elderly parents a hug.
I hope you had a chance to watch our Christmas Concert, which was an interpretation of the
Nutcracker under the direction of Mr. Funke. It was a lot of fun to watch, and it certainly appeared
that students enjoyed participating. It was a definite challenge of coming up with creative ways to
present a concert, and we certainly hope you enjoyed it! In case you did not see it, the link is still
active for a short while: https://youtu.be/FnETpSaOM48
Teachers are starting the work of thinking about field trips and grade level activities for next school
year. Our great hope is that we will be able to resume activities and traditions like whole school
assemblies, field trips, hot lunch, etc. Field trips will be part of the school fees next year. As such,
we are seeking your input and feedback to our fees.
Prior to the Christmas Break, the school sent an email notice to all parents that fees will be an
agenda topic at our next School Council meeting, January 26 at 6 PM. Please plan to attend this
virtual meeting. School Council will post the Zoom link on their website and we will email the link to
parents in advance of the meeting.
Another initiative is to get input from parents
about engagement in/with the school. Yes, there
are obvious roadblocks this year. Nevertheless,
we want to reach out, connect and engage all
parents. One such way is the January 2021 MHV
Parent Engagement Survey. We anticipate this
will take 7-8 minutes to complete. Not every
question has to be answered. Thank-you in
advance your consideration and participation.
Happy Learning!
Sven Danzinger
Principal

JANUARY 2021
Jan 6
Learning resumes - at home for students
Early Out/Staff Meeting
Jan 8
Monthly newsletter published today
Jan 11
In-school classes resume
Jan 22
Grade 5 Blanket Exercises
5TM & 5R 8:45 a.m., 5H 12:30 p.m.
Jan 26
School Council & MHSSES 6 PM (virtual)
Topic to include 2021/22 school year fees
Jan 27
Family Literacy Day
Jan 28
Bell Let’s Talk Day/Hats on for Mental Health
Jan 29
Professional Learning Day (all schools closed)
FEBRUARY 2021
Feb 3
Early Out/Staff Meeting
Feb 4/5
Teachers’ Convention
Feb 12
Wear pink/white/red for Valentine’s Day
Feb 15
Family Day (no school)
Feb 23
School Council & MHSSES 6 PM (virtual)
Feb 24
Pink Shirt Day
Math-a-Thon Day
Feb 25
Math-a-Thon Day for Kindergarten “B” group

SCHOOL COUNCIL & MHSSES
2020-2021 MEETING DATES

Virtual meetings are at 6 PM via Zoom

Tuesday October 27
Tuesday November 17
December No Meeting
Tuesday January 26
Tuesday February 23
Tuesday March 16
Tuesday April 27
Tuesday May 25

MARCH 2021
Mar 5
Professional Learning Day (all schools closed)
Mar 16
School Council & MHSSES 6 PM (virtual)
Mar 19
Term 2 Report cards publish at 330 PM
Mar 23-25 Term 2 Virtual Parent/Teacher/Report Card Interviews
Mar 26 - Apr 5 Spring Break (Apr 2 Good Friday, Apr 5 Easter Monday)
APRIL 2021
Apr 6
Classes Resume

Please Remember
… to send at
least 2 clean
masks to school
daily (one for
morning, one for
afternoon)

8:20
AM
Morning
Arrival

… to bring
a water
bottles and
to take it
home for washing.

Mills Haven Elementary is a great place to be, thanks to the efforts of many
dedicated people. In this section of the newsletter we try to recognize the work
done on behalf of the students. Thank-you to:
 Parents for supporting at-home learning during the first week of January
 MHSSES for two successful fundraisers (Protextiles & Jacek Chocolate)

MHV SCHOOL COUNCIL AND MHSSES UPDATES

(MILLS HAVEN SCHOOL AND STUDENT ENHANCEMENT SOCIETY)
All parents are invited to attend our MHV School Council and MHSSES
meeting. This is a fantastic way to find out what is going on in the school
and share any concerns you may have. The next meeting will take place on
Tuesday, January 26, beginning at 6 PM. All meetings are currently being
held virtually. Zoom meeting link will be shared on the website and via
email to parents in advance of the meeting.

A message from your MHSSES:
Happy New Year Everyone!
First off thank you to everyone who participated in our first two fundraisers with Protect Styles
and Jacek Chocolates. We raised over $2000 which is a great start!
Please keep an eye on your inboxes- we have the following initiatives coming soon:
- 50/50 Fundraiser
- Mathathon for all students
We also have a Go Fund Me to help raise money for the new playground:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mills-haven-communityplayground?qid=e54ed9c792a85b5c4100f3fa09f07949
Our team had been hard at work behind the scenes, we would love additional support- if you
would like to volunteer with upcoming fundraisers please email us at:
mhssespresident@gmail.com
Wishing you all the very best in 2021!
Your MHSSES team,
Stacey, Aida, Erika, Erin & Monica

Advance Notice of School Fees Discussion

As per EIPS and Alberta Education requirements, principals will hold an initial consultation with
parents prior to setting, increasing, or decreasing fees. Questions and parent responses will assist
schools in developing the fee schedule. The initial email advising parents of the fees consultation
process beginning was sent out on Friday, December 18, 2020.
Our current fee schedule is on our website, as well as copied below. We will specifically ask for
input on the following:
• Optional courses and associated fees
• Noon supervision
• Field trips and associated fees
• Extracurricular activities
• Non-curricular travel (for example, ski trips and band camps)
• Non-curricular goods and services (for example, student union and yearbooks)

SAFETY DRILLS

We will hold our On Alert/Hold and Secure/Lock-Down Drill “sometime”
during the week of January 25. This drill can sometimes be a bit scary for
students, especially younger students, because they have to sit very
quietly, away from the door, with the lights out. In keeping with Covid
protocols, this drill will be done on a class-by-class basis, rather than whole
school. Teachers will determine when the best opportunity for their class drill.
We practice drills to support two parts or the student motto: “Be Safe, Show
Respect”. Safety practices in the school help students for their future, including
the world of work.

EIPS 2021-22 DIVISION CALENDAR: NOW AVAILABLE!

The official 2021-22 EIPS calendar is now available online. The calendar includes important dates
during the 2021-22 school year, such as school-closure days, breaks, the first and last day of
classes, professional learning days, early dismissal days, plus more. Highlights from the 2021-22
EIPS calendar include:
• September 1 – first day of classes
• November 8-12 – November break
• December 22 to January 4 - Christmas break
• February 1 – second semester begins
• February 10-11 – Teachers’ Convention
• March 28 to April 1 – spring break
• June 28 – last day of classes
• June 29 – last operational day before the summer break
To view the 2021-21 calendar, visit eips.ca.
Did you know you can sync the Division calendar to your personal calendar? You can. Simply
visit eips.ca/calendar and click on “subscribe to calendar.” It’s that easy.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

With the winter season well underway, we want to remind
families to dress children appropriately for the weather
when getting ready for school or the bus. The weather often
changes unexpectedly throughout the day, so please select
suitable outerwear and ensure your child is prepared for
changing conditions.
If inclement weather conditions occur, Elk Island Public
Schools (EIPS) will advise families of any bus cancellations
using various communications tools, including automatedtelephone messages, alerts posted on eips.ca and school
websites, Twitter, Facebook, local radio stations and on
Versatrans My Stop.
Decisions regarding bus cancellations are guided by EIPS’ Administrative Procedure 131: Inclement
Weather, which states: “school bus service may be suspended … when there is a forecast or
current temperature of -40 C including wind chill, in one or more regions.” Other reasons for
suspending or delaying school bus services include adverse weather and poor road condition.
When school bus services are suspended, schools remain open to students. EIPS believes families
have the right and responsibility to make choices for their children based on what they feel is safest
during times of inclement weather.
For more information, contact EIPS Student Transportation at 780-417-8151.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION STARTS SOON!

Is your child turning five on or before Dec. 31, 2021? If so, it’s almost time to register for
kindergarten.
Kindergarten registration opens for the 2021-22 school year on Feb. 1, 2021.
To help families prepare, Elk Island Public Schools has put together an online EIPS Kindergarten
Tool kit to make the transition as smooth as possible. The kit includes information on registration,
important dates, programming options, what to expect, eligibility, how to find your designated
school, transportation and more.
Additional information regarding Mills Haven’s kindergarten program is available
at https://www.millshaven.ca/ .

RETURNING STUDENT REGISTRATION FOR 2021-22

Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) will once again conduct an online returning student registration
process to confirm student registrations for the 2021-22 school year. Families of all returning
students must complete the process to confirm the school their child plans to attend in the 2021-22
school year. Additionally, students who want to attend a non-designated school need to make that
request through the returning student registration process—acceptance is based on available
space. The 2021-22 returning student registration takes place between Feb. 1-28, 2021.
Access to the Returning Student Registration Form is provided through the PowerSchool Parent
Portal. If you don’t have a PowerSchool Parent Portal account, you need to set one up before Feb.
1, 2021.
Create a PowerSchool Parent Portal account
For more information contact the school directly.

ANOTHER WAY TO STAY CONNECTED:
FOLLOW EIPS ON TWITTER AND FACEBOOK

With 43 schools and close to 17,000 students, there’s a wealth of events, activities and stories
taking place across the Division every day. You can find these stories and more by following Elk
Island Public Schools on both Facebook and Twitter. Each uses a combination of news articles,
videos and photographs that showcases the latest news, updates, events and alerts taking place
across the Division.
Plus, if you’re a member of an EIPS school community and want to share in the storytelling, simply
tag the Division using #eips.
Stay in the loop, follow EIPS on Facebook and Twitter.
NOTE: Communications Services manages the Division's Facebook and Twitter accounts. The
account is updated and monitored intermittently during regular office hours from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday to Friday. The Division welcomes feedback and ideas from followers but does
ask everyone interacting on the EIPS Facebook page to be respectful. Personal attacks and
offensive language are not allowed and may be deleted.

MILLS HAVEN STUDENTS STRIVE TO:

Be Safe, Show Respect, Work Hard,
Finish Strong, Be You!

Springing back from
2020 with resiliency

Session 1: Children & Youth February 10 6-7:30 p.m.
Session 2: Staying Connected February 17 2-3:30 p.m.
Session 3: Self-Care & Mindfulness February 24 6-7:30 p.m.
Many children and families may feel that life has been difficult
in recent times. Learn why resiliency and mindfulness matters
and how to build resiliency in yourselves and in your children.
For:			 Individuals, parents/caregivers, and families
Cost: 		
Free
Where:		
Online (Microsoft Teams)
Registration:
(sign up for one, two or all three sessions)
			strathcona.ca/calendar

Strathcona County
Family Resource
Network
Parenting is a journey and everyone needs help
sometimes. The Family Resource Network offers
a range of FREE parenting supports and services
including:
•
•
•
•
•

Information on child and youth development
Working through parenting challenges
Supporting unique parenting plans
Connecting to community resources
In-home and virtual parenting support

For more information, Family and Community
Services at 780-464-4044 or email
familyresourcenetwork@strathcona.ca

Virtual Parent
Support Groups
Parenting Through Uncertainty
For: Parents and caregivers of children ages 0-18
Wednesdays, January 13 to February 17
10:15 to 11 a.m.
To register visit: strathcona.ca/parentsupport

Straight Talk About Teens

For: Parents and caregivers of youth ages 12-18
Thursday January 14
6:30 to 8 p.m.
To register visit: strathcona.ca/parentsupport

Triple P Discussion Group:
Dealing with Disobedience

For: Parents and caregivers of children ages 2-12
Saturday January 23 1 to 3 p.m.
To register visit: strathcona.ca/parentsupport

Confident On My Own

For: Parents, caregivers and their children
ages 10 or older
Saturday February 20 1:30 to 3 p.m.
To register visit: strathcona.ca/parentsupport

To register or for more information visit:
strathcona.ca/familyresourcenetwork

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/strathcona.familyresourcetwork

Get Your Game On
January 29 1:30 to 3 p.m.
February 4 1:30 to 3 p.m.
February 5 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Compete in various online games and join the leaderboard
for a chance to win prizes.
·
·
·
·
·

Escape Room
Slopeball
Kahoot
Skribble.IO
plus more

Strathcona County’s Mental Health Capacity Program
is funded by Alberta Health Services and delivered by
Family and Community Services.

Register now!
strathcona.ca/youthconnect

