Mills Haven School Council

Tuesday October 11, 2011

School  Library

Attendance:
Andrea Hecht

Karen Budwill

Wendy Burr

Marlis Marler

Kaye Schindeler
Robin Myck

Jim Gerwing

Trina Bauer

Twyla Bruce

Meliss Himmelman
Robin Myck nominated Andrea to be the regular member at large, all were in favour, motion passed.

Karen nominated Cheryl as as shared grade 4 representative, all were in favour, motion passed.
Motion made by Twyla for Karen and Cheryl to be Co-chairpersons and all were in favour

Twyla made motion to accept the September minutes and all were in favour.

Cheryl will send

Treasurer’s report
$15980.40 in school account

Monica will order food for parent-teacher interviews.  She will also buy gift cards agreed upon at last meeting.  Karen made motion to adopt  report and all were in favour.

Chair report – Karen Budwill

Excellence in Teaching Award – former grade 5 teacher John Murphy received $500.00.  He has chosen to buy classroom resources with his winnings.

Mrs. Rodway will be given a get well card on behalf of school council.

Volunteers are needed for the Scholastic Book Fair, both days 4:30–6:00 and 6:00–7:30.
Let Karen or Cheryl know if you are available.

School Report – Kay Schindeler

Learning resource fee covers paper, library books, art supplies, recorders, etc.

Activity fee includes gymnastics program, craft gifts, fine arts, Mayor’s walk, etc

Twyla questioned why we need to pay a learning resource fee and taxes.  Kaye referred her to our school trustee.  Schools are mandated by the board to charge the fee and if not paid are referred to a collection agency.
Wendy suggested looking at activities covered by the activity fees and see if any of it should be covered by school council.
Robin suggested bigger agendas with pockets that a page will fit into.  

Achievement test results will be posted on the website.  

Accountability results have declined from previous years, especially in character education and overall satisfaction for teacher, parent and student satisfaction with overall quality of basic education (86.9%).  Also, only 66% overall teacher and parent satisfaction with parental involvement in decisions about their child’s education.  
Thank you to the school council for the Horseshoe tables.

Marlis Mahler:  We were asked to pilot the new inclusive education program for students with special needs at our school which is now web-based.  “Goals” previously used in IPPs will be replaced by curriculum and strategies (now IEPTs).  Parent signatures will not be required as IEPTs are designed as teacher planning tools.  The focus this year will be Language Arts.  We are the only elementary school in Sherwood Park that is piloting the program.

Twyla and a few other parents had difficulty opening the Newsletter.  Perhaps some suggestions will be made on the website for trouble shooting.

Jim Gerwing said the school is always looking for lunch supervisors

GBA – Wendy Burr
Casino volunteers and paper work are in place.

Marlis requested order forms for fundraisers be put in staff mailboxes.
Christmas party will take place in December.

Meeting adjourned at 7:09

